
Prevent Duty and Radicalisation policy  
Flying Start Pre-School 

 
Extremism – the Prevent Duty  
 
Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) defines extremism. It states “Extremism goes 
beyond terrorism and includes people who target the vulnerable – including the young – by 
seeking to sow division between communities on the basis of race, faith or denomination; 
justify discrimination towards women and girls; persuade others that minorities are inferior; 
or argue against the primacy of democracy and the rule of law in our society. 
Extremism is defined in the Counter Extremism Strategy 2015 as the vocal or active opposition 
to our fundamental values, including the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect 
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of members of 
our armed forces as extremist” 
 
Under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 we have a duty to refer any concerns of 
extremism to the police (In Prevent priority areas the local authority will have a Prevent lead 
who can also provide support).  
 
This may be a cause for concern relating to a change in behaviour of a child, family member 
or adult working with the children in the setting, comments causing concern or actions that 
lead staff to be worried about the safety of a child in their care.   
 
Alongside this we will be alert to any early signs in children and families who may be at risk of 
radicalisation, on which we will act and document all concerns when reporting further.  
 
The NSPCC states that signs of radicalisation may be: 
 

• isolating themselves from family and friends 

• talking as if from a scripted speech 

• unwillingness or inability to discuss their views 

• a sudden disrespectful attitude towards others 

• increased levels of anger 

• increased secretiveness, especially around internet use. 
 
We will tackle radicalisation by: 

• Training all staff to understand what is meant by the Prevent Duty and radicalisation  

• Ensuring staff understand how to recognise early indicators of potential 
radicalisation and terrorism threats and act on them appropriately in line with 
national and local procedures 

• Make any referrals relating to extremism to the police (or the Government helpline) 
in a timely way, sharing relevant information as appropriate  

• Ensure our nursery is an inclusive environment, tackle inequalities and negative points 
of view and teach children about tolerance through British Values 



• Using the Government document Prevent Duty Guidance for England and Wales1 
 
What is Channel? 
Channel is an early intervention multi-agency process designed to safeguard vulnerable 
people from being drawn into violent extremist or terrorist behaviour. Channel works in a 
similar way to existing safeguarding partnerships aimed at protecting vulnerable people. 
 
Who does Channel work with? 
Channel is designed to work with individuals of any age who are at risk of being exploited by 
extremist or terrorist ideologues. The process is shaped around the circumstances of each 
person and can provide support for any form of radicalisation or personal vulnerabilities. 
 
How does Channel work? 
Each Channel Panel is chaired by a local authority and brings together a range of multi-agency 
partners to collectively assess the risk and can decide whether a support package is needed. 
The group may include statutory and non-statutory partners, as well as lead safeguarding 
professionals. If the group feels the person would be suitable for Channel, it will look to 
develop a package of support that is bespoke to the person. The partnership approach 
ensures those with specific knowledge and expertise around the vulnerabilities of those at 
risk are able to work together to provide the best support. 
 
What does Channel support look like? 
Channel interventions are delivered through local partners and specialist agencies. The 
support may focus on a person’s vulnerabilities around health, education, employment or 
housing, as well as specialist mentoring or faith guidance and broader diversionary activities 
such as sport. Each support package is tailored to the person and their particular 
circumstances. 
 
How will the person be involved in this process? 
A person will always be informed first if it’s felt that they would benefit from Channel support. 
The process is voluntary and their consent would be needed before taking part in the process. 
This process is managed carefully by the Channel Panel. 
 
Who can make a referral? 
Anyone can make a referral. Referrals come from a wide range of partners including 
education, health, youth offending teams, police and social services. 
 
What happens with the referral? 
Referrals are first screened for suitability through a preliminary assessment by the Channel 
Coordinator and the local authority. If suitable, the case is then discussed at a Channel panel 
of relevant partners to decide if support is necessary. 
 
Raising a concern 

 
1 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445977/3799_Revised
Prevent_Duty_Guidance__England_Wales_V2-Interactive.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445977/3799_Revised_Prevent_Duty_Guidance__England_Wales_V2-Interactive.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445977/3799_Revised_Prevent_Duty_Guidance__England_Wales_V2-Interactive.pdf


If you believe that someone is vulnerable to being exploited or radicalised, please use the 
established safeguarding or duty of care procedures within your organisation to escalate your 
concerns to the appropriate leads, who can raise concerns to Channel if appropriate. 
 
Surrey County Council  
 
We can contact the prevent supervisor for Surrey on 01483 632982 for advice, concerns can 
also be raised by email to counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk    
 
We can also contact our local police force or dial 101 (non-emergency number) they will talk 
in confidence about our concerns and help us to gain access to support and advice.  If a child 
is at immediate risk of harm or a security incident then the normal emergency procedures will 
be followed. 
 
All members of staff are informed of the Prevent Strategy through Safeguarding training. 
  
The prevent referral form is available at www.surreycommunitysafety.org.uk/prevent  
 
Prevent referrals will need to be forwarded to and will be shared with Police and SPA 
preventreferrals@surrey.pnn.police.uk  
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